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Development of Gold and Purple-colored Urushi Using Bright-pigments

Noritaka KAJII, Toshiro EGASHIRA and Yukiyo FUJISHIMA

The color of Urushi lacquer is dull due to the dark reddish-brown color of its base material (lacquer-tree sap), thus the development
of a more colorful Urushi is desired. We aimed to develop Urushi featuring previously unseen color and durability by adding bright-
pigments and considering the optimum blending method, and drying/heating conditions. As a result, the brightness of the lacquer film was
improved by mixing metal-coated mica and glass flake pigments into it, creating brilliant-gold and vivid-purple colored lacquers.
Subsequently, a product coated with our Urushi lacquerware was manufactured by companies in Ishikawa prefecture.
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