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Development of Brightly-colored Urushi Using Mica-pigments
Noritaka KAJII, Toshiro EGASHIRA and Yukiyo FUJISHIMA

Since the original color of lacquer-tree sap is dark brown, the colors of white and blue Urushi become dull, and the development of
a more colorful Urushi is required. We aimed to improve the color brightness of lacquer film by adding glittering pigments to the Urushi.
The brightness of the lacquer film was improved by blending mica coated with titanium oxide. Furthermore, a color fading test conducted
by means of a xenon arc weathering instrument proved that the developed Urushi showed less discoloration than a traditional film.
Subsequently, the developed Urushi was used by companies in our prefecture to produce brightly colored lacquerware.
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